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Opening Hymn                    

Once in the Blest Baptismal Waters                           LSB 598 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000989 
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Invocation                                                             
 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
The Litany                                                             

 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C hear us. 
L God the Father in heaven, 
C have mercy. 
L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L God the Holy Spirit, 
C have mercy. 
L Be gracious to us. 
C Spare us, good Lord. 
L Be gracious to us. 
C Help us, good Lord. 
L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion; 
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 
L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and 
passion; by Your precious death and burial; 
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of 

judgment: 
C Help us, good Lord. 
L We poor sinners implore You 
C to hear us, O Lord. 
L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of Your 

Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain them 
in holy living; 
To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who have 
erred and are deceived; 
To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to accompany 
Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 
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C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the 

weakhearted and the distressed: 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to give our 

country Your protection in every time of need; 
To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless and protect our 
magistrates and all our people; 
To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide all 
who travel; 
To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing happiness in their 
blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them; 
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to 
have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and preserve 

for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers: 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C we implore You to hear us. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. 
L O Christ, 
C hear us. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 4 
 

Introit                                                                      Psalm 119:89-93; antiphon: Psalm 119:105 

 
 

Your word is a lamp | to my feet* 
 and a light | to my path. 

    Forever, O | Lord, your word* 
 is firmly fixed | in the heavens. 

Your faithfulness endures to all gener- | ations;* 
 you have established the earth, and it | stands fast. 
By your appointment they | stand this day,* 
 for all things are your | servants. 
If your law had not been | my delight,* 
 I would have perished in my af- | fliction. 
I will never forget your | precepts,* 
 for by them you have giv- | en me life. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
          and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be-|ginning,* 
          is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Your word is a lamp | to my feet* 
 and a light | to my path. 

 

Collect of the Day                       

               O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those 
things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
 
 

The First Reading                                              Acts 17:16-31 
 While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that 

the city was full of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in 
the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. Some of the Epicurean and Stoic 
philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, 
“He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 
And they took hold of him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new 
teaching is that you are presenting? For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know 
therefore what these things mean.” Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend 
their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new.  

So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every 
way you are very religious. For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also 
an altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I 
proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does 
not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since 
he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. And he made from one man every nation 
of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of 
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their dwelling place, that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him 
and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, for 

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 

as even some of your own poets have said, 

“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 

Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or 
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. The times of ignorance God overlooked, but 
now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge 
the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by 
raising him from the dead.” 

 
 

Gradual                                                                                    adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 
Christ has risen  | from the dead.* 
              [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and  | honor. 
He has given him dominion over the works  | of his hands;* 
               he has put all things un- | der his feet. 
 

Epistle                                                                                          1 Peter 3:13-22 

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if you should suffer 
for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts 
regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so 
that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it 
is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. 
 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the 
spirits in prison, because they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through 
water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as 
an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into 
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to 
him. 
 
 
 
Holy Gospel                                                                                      John 14:15-21 

 [Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in 
you. 
 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world will see me no 
more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. In that day you will know that I am in my 
Father, and you in me, and I in you. Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves 
me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 
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Here, say:  
 
The Apostles Creed 
 
 
Sermon Hymn                                  

Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice                    LSB 556, sts. 1-5 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 

 
The Sermon: Loving Jesus John 14:15-21     

 
The Word of the Lord from John 14:15: Jesus said, “If you love Me, you will keep My 

commandments.” This is the Word of the Lord.  
 
Dear hearers in Christ, He is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
This sounds a little harsh: if you sin, you don’t love Jesus.  
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Jesus does say, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” Romans 13:10 says that love 
is the fulfilling of the law. If you don’t keep the commandments or fulfill the law, then you do not love.  

 
It’s not like you hate Jesus: I mean, if you despised Him, you probably wouldn’t be sitting here. 

So maybe it’s accurate to say that you don’t love Jesus as much as you need to. You’re both saint and 
sinner. The saint wants to keep God’s commandments and the sinner doesn’t, so you end up trying to 
do the right thing and often doing the wrong thing. Read the end of Romans 7, where St. Paul says that’s 
the way you are.  

 
Be careful, though, and don’t settle for, “that’s just the way you are.” That’s when you start to 

think this love in ways that you can understand and accomplish, so you start to think of human 
relationships – like marriage. There, you’ve got husband and wife who have vowed to love each other 
for life. They’re imperfect, they’re sinful, they’re going get in fights along the way, but they’re going to 
do their best. In other words, they see their vows as an ideal to shoot for, even though they’ll miss. 

 
That’s a sweet picture and pretty identifiable. It’s doable too, since both understand that they’re 

both not perfect and they’re both bound to make mistakes. That’s how you tend to look at love, as 
doing your best. That’s also how you justify your impatience, biting comments and short temper with 
others during these weeks of distancing from society and being locked at home with family: you’re doing 
your best, and besides, everybody else isn’t doing any better. 

 
But if that’s how you look at love when it comes to our text, then you’re trying to get Jesus to 

agree with you when His words most certainly do not. For one thing, this is the perfect, holy Son of God 
who’s speaking with you, so you can’t be saying, “Look, we all make mistakes and try to do our best,” 
because He doesn’t make mistakes, always does His best and never does anything to disappoint you. For 
another, the word here for “love” has nothing to do with half-measures or trying your best. It’s that 
word agapé, which means a sacrificial, selfless love that never fails. When Jesus says, “If you love Me, 
you will keep My commandments,” the love there means that you will never fail at keeping His 
commandments.  

 
So … can you say that you love Jesus? You can, as long as you’re honest about it. An honest 

confession is, “I love Jesus, but not enough – not as I ought, because I still sin.” A dishonest confession 
would be, “I love Jesus enough because I’m doing the best that I can;” and it’s dishonest because it 
waters down the law. The first one says, “I need help – I need grace!”, while the second says, “If it’s 
good enough for me, it’s good enough for Jesus.” 

 
If you define love as, “If it’s good enough for me, it’s good enough for Jesus,” then you’re lost. 

You’ve made yourself the standard of truth who says that Jesus has to go along with what you say. 
 
So, there’s your law for the day: if you sin, you don’t love Jesus. At least, not enough. Not as you 

should. Anything less than perfect isn’t good enough. If you think you’re getting to heaven because of 
your love for Jesus, you’re not getting to heaven.  

 
Here’s the gospel, which should come as no surprise: Jesus loves you. He agapé -loves you in a 

selfless and sacrificial way, as in, “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us” (Rom. 5:8). His death on the cross for your sins, in your place, is the purest act of love that 
you could possibly encounter.  
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But His death on the cross is not the end of His love, because He is risen from the dead. He asks 
of the Father; and with the Father’s hearty approval, He gives you another Helper – the Spirit of truth.  

 
The Son, with the Father’s approval, gives you the Holy Spirit; and in the same breath, He says 

that He does not leave you as orphans. If you’re not an orphan, you must be made a child of God – 
adopted into the family or … born again. And where are you born again by the work of the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit? In your baptism, by water and the Word.  

 
You’re baptized! You’re a beloved child of God! The Holy Spirit, the Helper and Spirit of truth, 

delivers forgiveness, gives you life and sets you free from sin. And if you’re set free from sin, then you’re 
set free to love. In fact, you have no excuse not to love! And so Jesus repeats, “Whoever has My 
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me. And He who loves Me will be loved by My 
Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to Him.” 

 
Huh. After that little burst of gospel, are we back to being hopeless again? 
 
We’re not. We should talk about that little word, “keep.” It means to obey. It also means to 

guard, to hold onto, to treasure. Should you keep – obey – God’s commandments? Absolutely, but you 
don’t. So where you don’t, hold onto the following commandments all the more: 

 
Treasure the Lord’s commandment, “Be baptized;” because when you were baptized, the Lord 

commanded, “Be forgiven of your sins” as surely as He once commanded, “Let there be light.” In other 
words, by His command, He caused it to happen. At your baptism, He caused you to be His child, no 
longer an orphan. Treasure that. Hold onto it. 

 
Likewise, with every absolution the Lord says, “Let there be forgiveness. Let there be faith.” 

Treasure that, because so the Lord gives what He declares. 
 
Two more commandments to treasure: “Take and eat,” and “Take and drink.” At the Supper, the 

Lord gives you forgiveness of sins.  
 
And where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. Where there is 

forgiveness, the Lord covers you with His righteousness until that day when you are raised from the 
dead. There, in heaven because His love, your love will be perfect and you will be perfected. 

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Hymn                                  

Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice                    LSB 556, sts. 6-10 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Prayer of the Church                                                                                     

For the faithful proclamation of Jesus Christ to those who do not know Him, that through hearing the 
Word of the Lord many may be brought to faith and to the knowledge of the truth, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the Church of God here and everywhere, that all who confess Jesus Christ may be united in doctrine 
and witness, defended against all the assaults of the enemy, and eager to gather together around Your 
Word and Sacrament in love for one another, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this parish, for the work of the Kingdom in our community, and for the resources to accomplish all 
that God desires, that His name may be glorified among us and His purpose fulfilled in our words and 
works, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the lonely who suffer the burdens of life without friendship or family, for those depressed or weary 
of pandemic measures, and for the fellowship of the Church, that we may bear one another’s burdens 
and live in community with Christ as our head, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the sick and those who suffer, that God would grant healing to their bodies, peace for their minds, 
and consolation in their grief and sorrows, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
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For Truman Keith, LeIla Shaw, Ron Hill, Julie Juell, Steve Hudnall, Ray Cox and Shirley Kaiser, for Matthew 
and Timothy Graveson, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For love of godly things, that we may delight in God’s Word and walk in His ways; and for the Spirit, that 
we may be led into all truth and kept from error and false doctrine, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have 
mercy. 
 
For the nation, for those who lead our nation, for the end of the pandemic, for peace among nations, and 
for an end to terror and violence, that we may work for the common good so that justice may prevail, life 
be protected and truth abound, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Hear us, O Lord, on behalf of Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, who even now stands before You on our 
behalf, pleading our cause with His own blood, until that day when we are delivered from the changes 
and chances of this mortal life and stand before You in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Here, say: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                     

 
The Collect for the Word                                                                                     

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so 
hear them, read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Closing Hymn                    

A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing               LSB 493 
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5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 
And be our future great reward. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Then, throned with You forever, we 
Shall praise Your name eternally. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

D 6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 
All praise to You let earth accord: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run, 
With Father and with Spirit one. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000989 
Tune: Public domain 
 

The Benediction                                                                                      

The Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you,  
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. Amen.  
 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
+++ 

 
 

Announcements 
 
Corporate Worship Has Resumed Indoors! | We’re certainly not back to normal, but we are back indoors. 
Services at church on Sunday will continue by reservation for the month of May.  
 
Summer Schedule | Memorial Day will arrive before the end of Idaho’s Phase 2 of recovery, so we’re 
effectively moving into our summer activities schedule now. Matins and midweek Bible class will resume 
in the fall. We’re going to take a year off from Vacation Bible School as well. Sunday school will resume in 
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the future; for the present time, we’ll be emailing Sunday school materials to families. Stay tuned as we 
continue to restore the normal worship schedule.  
 
Office Hours |  
Monday-Thursday, Saturday 
8:00 am-2:00 pm 
As always, if you’re in need of urgent pastoral assistance, please contact Pastor Pauls at 208-724-0152. 
 
MORE TOPICS, MORE GUESTS, MORE JESUS... | Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by 
Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week's topics 
include: The Netflix Documentary "Tiger King," The Ascension of Christ, The Book of Hebrews, The Bodily 
Resurrection in the Old Testament, "Gentleness" in the Bible, and more.  You can listen live or at your 
convenience at issuesetc.org and on the LPR mobile app. 
 
Pastor Pauls New Email Address | With the advent of our new webpage, Pastor Pauls’ church email has 
changed. The old address, tpauls@goodshepherdboise.org , no longer works. His new email address is 
timothypauls@gslcboise.org. 
 
 
 


